Chapter 2:  Collecting and Organizing Data
It does not make sense to collect data from everyone when considering an issue.  Usually, a sample (a small group from the population) is polled.  This sample group must represent the involved population.

Sampling techniques are the methods used to gather data from a population.  The techniques used depend upon the data to be gathered and the population of interest.  They include:

· Surveys

· Experiments

· Counting or measuring

Surveys can be completed by telephone, personal interviews, or mail.  Surveys must be simple and clear so that a biased response is not produced.

Tally charts or frequency tables are used to predict future event occurrences.  Based on history, assumptions can be made about the future.
These sampling techniques create results that people generalize and turn into percentages.  These percentages reflect the results of the completed sampling.
